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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To accurately detect the surface part of a monochromatic picture 
even in the case of color image processing and to perform corresponding surface 
processing by processing the information on the surface of an original based on 
color information. 

CONSTITUTION: The input image signals of R, G and B are supplied to a color 
picture processing means 20 and a monochromatic picture processing means 25. 
The signals are converted into the density signals of Y, M, C and BK by the use 
of the color picture processing means 20 in the case of the color picture and 
they are converted into the density signals of black and white by the use of 
the monochromatic picture processing means 25 in the case of the monochro mati 
picture. The input density signals are supplied to a color code generating 
means 30 constituting an achromatic color discrimination means so as to detect 
the color information of the original. An automatic density adjustment circuit 
27 is controlled according to the color information showing the monochromatic 
picture out of the color information and the density information at that time, 
so that the surface level in the monochromatic picture processing means 25 is 
controlled to perform processing that the surface is removed. Thus, the 
surface of the chromatic original is left as the surface part and the 
processing that the surface is removed is performed only in the case of the 
achromatic original. 
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